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Harvester proudly hosted the 2015 DATTA Vic Conference this year as part of the Design 

and Technology Teachers Association. Teachers gathered from around Australia to learn 

more about resources that can be used in the design and technology curriculum such as:  

various textiles and fabrics, metal and computerised machinery and laser cutting as well as 

electronics, lego robotics and electronic systems. Picaxe micro-controllers and design  

applications were also exciting technologies explored throughout the day. 

While mostly teaching professionals attended the event, there was ample opportunity to 

learn about the delivery of VCE Product Drawing & Rendering and Top Designs, an  

annual showcase of the state’s best textile and media based designs. A huge thank you to the 

organisers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harvester maintenance and workshop staff have been working tirelessly to install new equipment and 

machinery into our older work shop spaces. Some of the new additions include: a brand new air  

compressor, a new sheet metal rack installed near the guillotine, in the year 10 workshop room, new 

timber racks, brand new tool board and shadows made and installed and also a new soldering bench 

and chairs to aid in the teaching of electronics. A huge thank you to all involved in revamping the 

spaces! 

As students recently returned from 

their Work Placement blocks,  

classrooms have been filled with  

chatter as students are reflecting on 

their positive experiences out in the 

work place. With a raft of exciting 

hands on experiences having been 

learnt, students are excited about their 

career prospects. Turn to page 3 to read 

up on some of the most successful work 

place stories this semester. Well done! 



02 It’s budget time again, and at both 

the State and Federal level they  

continue to prioritise education and 

pathways for young people without 

securing the funding to ensure the 

viability of these ambitions.  In  

particular, in Victoria, whilst we 

welcome the new State  

government’s interest in progressing 

the Technical Education options for 

secondary students, we hope that 

new funding promised in the last 

year’s election will be mindful of 

the expertise and holistic approach 

to vocational education that  

Colleges like ours, specialise in.     

The College has been firmly  

established as a high quality  

provider of senior secondary and 

vocational and technical education.  

The pastoral aspect of our programs 

sets us apart from our colleagues in 

the TAFE sector and ensures the 

development of well-rounded young 

people who are confident to make 

their way in the after school world.  

 

Structured Workplace Learning 

 

The College continues to build its 

reputation in preparing our students 

with high quality skills and current 

industry knowledge. The success of 

our recent block of Structured 

Workplace Learning (SWL) where 

97% of our students were  

successfully placed, is a clear  

indication of the importance of our 

commitment to industry based  

learning as an essential aspect of our 

all our programs. Employer  

feedback about the presentation and 

willingness of our students to  

engage in their placements has been 

highly favourable. This is great 

news and all placed students should 

feel very proud of their efforts. 

 

Introducing the Harvester  

Applied Learning VCE Program 

for 2016 

 

At Harvester, we are continuing to 

review our programs to ensure that 

they are designed to ensure the best 

outcomes for our graduates. To that 

end, we are currently putting the 

finishing touches to our next unique 

offering, a fully applied, VCE  

program embedded in the technical 

specialisations that we have  

developed.  We will commence  

taking enrolments for this amazing 

new program, the only one of its 

kind in Victoria, if not Australia, 

from the beginning of Term 3.  If 

you are interested to know more 

about it, you can go to the College 

website or contact the College for a 

brochure. 

Our midyear exam period is also 

upon us. I am delighted to see this 

new tradition establishing itself at 

the College. Our students have been 

seeking out their teachers for extra 

revision and a frenzy of assessment 

completion is in full swing. This 

culture of striving for success has 

been 4 years in the  

making and students, families and 

our staff should feel extremely 

proud. 

 

Fast Trackers finish up: 

 

Our Fast Track Senior students are 

about to complete their program. I 

had the great pleasure of keeping 

company with them recently on 

their camp at Apollo Bay. It was 

great to spend time with these  

wonderful young men, many of 

whom I have seen make great 

strides in their maturity as well as 

skills and knowledge in the two or 

three years that they have been with 

us. I wish each and every one of 

them the very best in their future 

pathways. I know most have already 

secured apprenticeships in their  

chosen trades, some are waiting to 

take up offers in the military and 

others are still working on their  

transitions. Good luck fellas! 

 

 

Mandy Patmore, Principal 

 

 

As the Harvester Football team hit the field on May 18, they delivered a stellar  

performance! With a 40 point win over Taylor’s Lakes it didn’t take long for the boys to kick Victoria 

University out of the game too with a 7 point win. 

All the boys gelled well as a team together and we look forward to the next round of matches! Their 

coach Anthony Raffoul says, “I’m just proud of them. They did a great job!”.  

FOUNDATION CAMP TO WERRIBEE 

GORGE & WOMBAT FORREST 

A combined Foundation 1 & 2 group participated in a rather cold and damp camp in late 

May. The Thursday night was very wet and cold and was spent at Firth Park in the Wom-

bat State Forest. Despite the conditions, we all survived the night and broke camp after 

breakfast to head to the Werribee Gorge State Park where the 9.6km circuit walk awaited. 

Luckily the rain had largely cleared and an enjoyable time was had by most students 

walking the sometimes challenging circuit. An interesting and challenging outing that was 

good preparation for the longer Grampians camp that students will complete in October 

(warmer conditions guaranteed!!). 
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Fast Track students this Semester attended Camp in Apollo Bay with Anthony and Jacquie and 

were joined later in the day by Mandy the School Principal . The students stayed in backpackers 

accommodation in Apollo Bay, where they participated in a number of activities. On the first day 

students settled into their accommodation and walked around Apollo Bay. In the afternoon they 

all participated in a long walk along the beach to the harbour where they fished until the sun 

went down. Many students had not fished before and it didn’t seem to matter if they were using 

an expensive rod or a stick with some line attached to it everyone really enjoyed the evening  

sitting talking and enjoying each others’ company. 

 

That evening students cooked a BBQ next to the beach and even enjoyed some freshly caught  

calamari. Students were in charge of purchasing the food and transporting all the equipment 

down to the BBQ area. Again there was a lot of story sharing about the one that got away! 

That night we set up the projector in the Back Packers Lodge and were treated to a movie night. 

Stories about fishing and the movie continued on until the small hours of the morning.  

 

Day two the students had a busy day, they enjoyed a good breakfast before heading off for a 2 

hour kayak. The original plan was to kayak out to the seal colony but because the weather so 

good they ended up kayaking from Marengo to Apollo Bay. A fantastic effort by all of them as it 

was a hard ask. After a short break in town to grab some lunch students then enjoyed a two hour 

surf lesson. There wasn’t much waves but all of them enjoyed the conditions and were able to get 

up on their boards at least once. There was a great sense of achievement from all of the students. 

That evening there were a lot of tired and sore bodies but we managed to fit in another couple of 

hours fishing.  That night students went out for a pizza dinner before heading back to the back 

packers for a movie but by 10pm there were not many left in the room as they had taken their 

tired aching bodies off to bed.  

The last day we were up early and off to Lorne for a look around and lunch. 

On behalf of the teachers that attended the Camp can we say that we were very proud of the way 

that all the boys be-haved and interacted with one another. It was a pleasure  

being away with them and seeing the enjoyment they got out of all the 

activities. It makes all the hard work behind the scenes to make these 

camps possible  

worthwhile.  A huge thank you to teaching staff- Anthony Raffoul and 

Jacquie Fellows. 
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Name: Jessica Cherriman 

Trade: Engineering 

Work Placement Company: Sutton’s Tools, 

Thomastown 

What Jessica Had to Say:  

“I had the opportunity to learn internal fitting, tool 

making and basic product knowledge. I learnt 

heaps about their range of products and got to use 

new tools. It was AMAZING! I was really         

devastated to leave.  

But, I have been offered the opportunity to do an 

apprenticeship at the end of the year. The people I 

worked with were also 

amazing and really 

friendly, helpful and fun to be around.” 

 

 

Name: Alex Gilpin 

Trade: Electrical 

Company: Dave Siggins Electrical 

Company 

What Alex Had to Say: 

“We worked on commercial and  

domestic air conditioning electrical 

jobs. I would describe it as interesting. 

Being on work placement made me  

realise I want to go straight into the 

workforce.” 

 

Name: Ryan Holden 

Trade: Electrical 

Company: AWM Electrical 

Wholesaler 

What Alex Had to Say: 

“ We unpacked shipments, helped 

restock and delivered customer 

service.  

It was really good! I want to stick it 

out at school for now, but I look 

forward to entering the workforce.” 

Name: Chelsea Spunner 

Class: General (Intermediate/Senior) 

Company: Office Works, Taylors Lakes 

What Chelsea Had to Say: “I had the opportunity to work 

on the front desk on the door greeting people; I learnt how 

to do the laminating, price changing and stock take. It was 

amazing, but it made me realise school is really important.” 



  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Fast Track Literacy students have 

spent weeks scripting, filming and editing 

their oral literacy cooking DVD’s. Students 

were encouraged to deliver a cooking show 

exploring the history of food from their own 

culture. 

Once their concepts were down and their 

scripts written they then filmed and edited 

their shows using the college’s state of the 

art imac computers. Not only did the project 

develop their oral literacy skills but it also 

encouraged students to use new programs in 

order to conceptualise their ideas.  

Well done Fast Trackers! 

 

 

 

 

 

SCREEN IT 2015 @ ACMI 
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Plumbing Literacy  

students have just  

finished filming their 

Plumbing Commercial 

projects. Students were 

encouraged to develop a 

product for tradies and 

promote it through an 

advertising campaign. 

Great job guys! 

Engineering Literacy 

students have been 

working on 3D  

modelling using clay 

for an up and coming 

education film  

competition at ACMI 

called Screen It.  

Students are  

exploring social  

issues such as  

internet and gaming 

addiction among 

young people and 

using Claymation 

modelling to tell their 

story.  

If their project is  

selected, students will 

have the opportunity 

to walk the red  

carpet at Fed 

Square’s ACMI on 

the screening night.  

Good luck guys! 
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10th 
Fit to Drive Program
24th 
Semester 1 Reports Sent Out 
26th  
Last Day of Term 2 
27th  
School Holidays Commence 
  
 
 
 
 

13th 
Curriculum Day (Student Free) 
14th 
First Day of Term 3 
15th 
2016 Subject selection for 2016 
13th 
School Holidays End
 
 
 
 
 

 

3rd-14th 
Work Placement 
11th 
2016 Information Night for New 
Families 
18th 
2016 Subject Selection  
Information Night for All  
Current Families 
31st 
Parent Teacher Interviews
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
“It’s been good 

because we 
get to finish 

before 
everyone else 
and we get to 

experience 
new things 
with new 

people. My 
plans for the 
future are to 

become a fully 
qualified 

Carpenter.”  
Jayden Borg 

“Having the 

opportunity to go 

on camp was the 

best part. Next 

year I’m looking 

for an Electrical 

apprenticeship.”  

Benjamin 

Talevski 

“Time has flown  
by very quickly and 

I’ve enjoyed it. I 
plan to pursue an 
apprenticeship in 

Mechanics. The 
highlights of being 
at Harvester were 
the day I had my 
head shaved for 

the World’s 
Greatest Shave’ 

fundraiser.”  
Nathan Mercieca 


