
 

Harvester Technical College 

Numeracy teacher-

Samantha Forbes has been 

hard at work organizing an 

end of year Mini Olympics. 

The motivation behind the 

event has been inspired by a 

focus on human rights.  

Samantha says, “the Mini-

Olympics is about bringing 

everyone together           

regardless of race, gender 

and ethnicity.” 

The event will take place on 

Friday 30th October and the 

sport categories will include: 

basketball, soccer, table 

tennis and down ball. 

As we reach the end of  

another year here at       

Harvester we would like to 

congratulate the college 

community for participating 

in and creating events such 

as the Mini Olympics. 

Good luck guys! 

 
 
Mini Olympics Promotes Community Spirit!  

Last Visit to Ballarat Specialist School for 2015  

Carpentry 1 students have 

wrapped up their community 

partnership program with the 

Ballarat Specialist School. 

The project involved        

Harvester students buddying 

up with BSS students and 

mentoring them through   

various learning activities.  

Amazing effort guys! 
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To all in our Harvester   

Technical College          

Community, on behalf of all 

staff,  I would like to take this 

opportunity to say thank you 

for your continuing support 

and participation with College 

community during 2015. 

Thank you to all parents and 

guardians of students as well 

as our wonderful staff for 

contributing to a greatly   

successful year at Harvester 

during 2015. The strong  

partnership between home 

and school is an important 

relationship is essential.  

Successful outcomes for our 

students are dependent of 

the strength of these        

relationships.   

It has been a very settled 

year for the College.   Our 

College commenced the 

2015 school year with 160 

full time and 120 part-time 

VET is Schools (VETiS)   

students. Apart from a few 

successful early departures 

to take up apprenticeship 

offers, we have maintained 

these strong numbers across 

the year.     With our first full 

year of access to the      

stunning Trade Training  

Centre facility, the teaching 

staff have been able to    

concentrate their efforts on 

improving the quality of both 

our fully integrated VET and 

VCAL programs as well as 

raising the bar in our 5      

part-time VETiS courses that 

we offer to neighbouring 

schools.  Harvester Technical 

College is able to maintain 

and continuously improve its 

high quality, industry        

recognised programs through 

the ongoing and committed 

work of our staff both    

teaching and administrative. 

All staff consistently strive to 

build the best possible   

learning opportunities and 

outcomes for our students.  I 

especially thank all staff for 

their hard work, commitment 

and support throughout 

2015. Throughout the year, 

the focus of the teaching staff 

was on the continued      

improvement of both the 

VCAL and VET programs.   

We were very proud of our all 

our classes, have shown 

great commitment to their 

chosen programs throughout 

2015. This year, we         

especially want to            

congratulate our 2015   

Foundation VCAL            

students.  Staff have noted 

the strong performance of 

this year’s Foundation group 

and the significant progress 

they have made individually 

and as a group in all aspects 

of their program. It is very 

reassuring that we are   

building a solid base of    

students who we hope will 

stay with us until, their     

successful completion of Yr 

12.  

Many of our Senior students 

have been with us for at least 

2 and for some, 3 years and 

it was wonderful to see their 

progress and maturity during 

their time at Harvester.  On 

behalf of our school        

community, we wish the  

students finishing with us this 

year, the very best for their 

future in either work or     

further training or both and 

look forward to them visiting 

to tell us of their successful 

transition from school to 

work.      

 

As in previous years,       

Harvester students have 

showcased their talents 

through the year in a variety 

of sporting, community and 

intra-college events. We 

have maintained our strong 

partnerships with many local 

industries who have hosted 

our students for two         

important blocks of        

Structured Workplace   

Learning.  We have been 

delighted to continue with our 

established community    

service projects including the 

RSPCA and the Sunshine 

Hospital this year.   In 2015 

fundraising events including 

Staff v student sporting   

challenges, pizza days,   

sausage sizzles and a fun 

run as well as inter and    

intra-school sporting       

competitions and camps 

have remained a strong   

feature of our college       

program.   

We look forward to continued 

growth and strong           

partnerships between the 

family, community, industry 

and school personnel in 2016 

so that we can continue to 

enhance and build our I   

innovative College program. 

Happy holiday season. 

. 

Mandy Patmore, Principal 

Principal’s Report 

Page 2 

Harvester Technical College Principal’s Report  



 

Foundation Grampians 

Camp 

Foundation students spent 

4 days in the Grampians 

just out of Halls Gap, 

camping in tents and 

cooking their meals using 

camping trangias. The 

students went on daily 

hikes in the area which 

were of varying difficulty. 

For many students this 

was the first time they 

have had the opportunity 

to do hikes and their 

amazement of the views 

from up high was fantastic 

to witness. Students also 

visited the Brambuck   

cultural centre, where they 

had a lesson in throwing a 

boomerang, experienced 

some bush tucker and 

were lucky enough to be 

entertained by an indige-

nous gentleman playing 

the didgeridoo. His talent 

blew them us away!  

 

It was so great to see the 

bonds of the students 

from both year 10 classes 

flourish in their time 

away together - that 

is what these     

experiences are all 

about! 

 

Foundation Camp to the Grampians 
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Foundation Josh Solomon student  
enjoys the views at the top of the  
Grampians 



 

Personal Development Skills 

students have been working 

hard to build wooden toys for 

the children’s playground at 

the Sunshine Hospital. 

PDS teacher Bradley Cooke 

says,  “following on from the     

students’ hospital visit, all 

students efforts were highly 

recognised as were their 

contributions to the         

community.” 

Bird boxes were also       

produced for the dementia 

unit and the palliative care 

unit. Students will wrap up 

the year by finalising their 

projects and installing them 

at the Sunshine Hospital. A 

great effort both in the   

classroom and on site at the 

hospital. 

Well done for your absolute 

dedication guys!   

 

Bradley Cooke 

PDS Teacher 

a significant degree of     

maturity which is reflected in 

the efforts they’ve applied in 

their studies”, says Electrical 

teacher Roger Wells.  

“Some students that have 

had difficulty are attending 

additional tutorial classes 

every Wednesday,” adds 

Roger. 

All Electrical students at  

Harvester have been     

working tirelessly on their 

pre-apps. With some       

students having already  

secured an electrical       

apprenticeship, staff remain 

optimistic about the future 

prospects of graduating  

students.  

“Many students have shown 

With graduation just around 

the corner, students moving 

into exciting careers should 

embrace their final days at 

school this year.  

Good luck with your exams!  

Keep up the great work 

guys!  

 

Wooden Toys Made for a Good Cause 

Electrical Students Work Toward Pre-Apps 

Electrical Students Host a Multi-Cultural Lunch 

was a popular hit with both 

students and teachers! 

As Personal Development 

skills is a subject that      

promotes the individual 

growth of students, this 

event was a great way to 

celebrate culture and cultural 

heritage. 

Excellent event guys! 

 

Electrical Personal          

Development students 

grouped together to host a 

tasty display of cuisine from 

different cultures. Titled 

‘Mulit-Cultural Day’ students 

worked on planning,        

promoting and implementing 

an event that encouraged 

diversity within the school 

community. 

With tasty dishes originating 

from Malta, Greece and 

Macedonia the lunch itself 
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Electrical Workshop     
Harvester College 

PDS student Thomas Laus  
making some wooden toy dice 
for the children’s play area at the 
Sunshine Hospital 

“It was a lot of 

fun! Students 

brought in some 

tasty dishes and 

it was great to 

see them share 

their food with 

other staff and 

students.”  

Samantha 

Forbes, PDS 

Teacher 



 

Engineering Literacy        

students recently wrapped up 

the production of their short 

Claymation film they made 

for 2 local film competitions.  

As the project itself involved 

weeks of planning, scripting, 

storyboarding and clay   

modelling  we are proud to 

announce that the film has 

been short listed at the    

Sunshine Film Festival! 

Students, staff, family and 

friends are all invited to    

attend the official screening 

this Friday October 30 hosted 

by Village Cinema, Sunshine. 

Students will have the    

priceless experience of   

viewing their film on the big 

screen which is something 

few film makers get to enjoy. 

Congratulations to the     

Engineering Literacy Class 

of 2015, you guys truly 

committed to the project 

and deserve a 

huge pat on 

the back! 

Kami Gillick-Lewis 

Literacy Teacher 

 

 

Literacy Students Make the Cut for the Sunshine Film Festival!  

 

School Tours Bring in Possible Young Entrepreneurs  

Harvester counterparts, 

Jacquie and Scott should be 

highly commended for their 

exceptional efforts in hosting 

the tours. 

As we look forward, Science,  

Technology, Engineering & 

Mathematics (STEM) will be 

a key focus of the college 

curriculum here at Harvester. 

Having the opportunity to 

present our state-of-the-art 

facilities to prospective     

students in the future is an 

exciting event and we      

appreciate the effort schools 

have made to attend thus 

far. 

Thank you to Jacquie      

Fellows, Nick Maxwell,  

Bradley Cooke & Scott   

Hasselden for your          

outstanding efforts. 

 

 

 

Technology Teacher Scott 

Hasselden and Welfare 

Coordinator Jacquie     

Fellows have in recent 

weeks hosted myriad    

primary school visits to the 

school. 

Showcasing the incredible 

facilities Harvester has on 

offer, the tours provide a 

valuable insight into the 

future pathways young 

children can move into. 

As the hallways have been 

filled with the chatter of 

students half the age of our 
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Engineering Literacy students are finalists in the  
Sunshine Film Festival in 2015. They will have the 
privilege to watch their film screen at Village Cinemas 
Sunshine Friday the 3oth of October at 7:30pm. 

Students learn the art of 
rocket launching with Tech 
Teacher Bradley Cooke 

“It’s been a lot 

of fun launching 

rockets and 

inspiring the 

young ones to 

think about 

pursuing 

careers in 

Technology.”  

 Scott Hasselden 

Harvester staff facilitate a day of fun and excitement as they host a 
range of technology driven activities. 



 

Well done guys! Carpentry 2 students have 

spent the past year truly 

refining their practical skills 

in the school’s workshop 

spaces.  

With the use of basic   

measuring and levelling 

equipment as well as power 

tools, students have gained 

industry standard skills with 

their teacher Paul McLay. 

Literacy Story of the Month 

Carpentry 2 Students Sharpen Up their Skills!  
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Paul McLay teaches  Carpentry  
2 students  some  fundamental 
skills in the Workshop 

              My Time At Harvester 

I first moved to Harvester 
Technical College mid year 
2014. Luckily for me I was 
already doing Carpentry at 
TAFE, so the school was re-
ally accepting and had no 
issues with me going straight 
into the Intermediate Car-
pentry class. Fitting in was 
really easy because a cou-
ple of the boys in my class I 
went to school with in year 7, 
it was good being reunited 
with those boys again.  Har-
vester is like no other 
school, they get us job ready 
and prepare us for actual life 
situations.  The teachers at 
this school are all laid back 
and are always happy to 
have a good laugh and chat 
provided you do the work 
they have set for the class. I 
have quite a few great mem-
ories from this school, mem-
ories that I will hold on forev-
er. I have competed in foot-
ball and basketball events, 
both teams have done well 

to make it to the second 
round, but unfortunately we 
lost and couldn’t make it 
through to the next round, 
but this year we are looking 
to break that record and get 
as far as we can. 

 
This year I had the privilege 
to get a spot in the Fast 
Track class, this is a great 
opportunity to finish off your 
schooling and get your yr 12 
pass in only 6 months and 
get a massive head start on 
your apprenticeship. Our 
class got to go on a yr 12 
camp to Apollo Bay for 3 
days 2 nights. The activities 
we took part in were surfing, 
kayaking and fishing. I per-
sonally think this camp 
brought our class closer to-
gether, everyone got along 
and I spoke to people that I 
don’t normally speak too, it 
was a good chance to have 
a good laugh and really get 
to know my peers. Also was 

good to have a couple days 
off school and away from 
home. 

 
All in all, I have had a blast 
at harvester, I have made 
many friends that will last a 
long time, I have grown as a 
person and have become 
more wise and mature. I tru-
ly thank all my teachers for 
helping me get through my 
final two years of schooling, 
although I tell everyone I’m 
not a fan of school I’m not 
fooling anyone when I say I 
wont miss it. I will remember 
this place and what it has 
taught me forever, and the 
memories made here will 
last a life time. 

 
Goodbye High School, you 
will be missed! 
 
John Messina, 
Fast Track Student 2015 



 

 

 

 

Plumbing Update 

end of the year is  

quickly creeping up, all 

students have been  

actively working on their 

simulated pipes and 

fittings fabrication in the 

workshop and also 

practicing the welding 

process. Students are 

now able to             

comprehend and    

combine all their newly 

developed skills to work 

collaboratively in the 

workshop; these skills 

have been consolidated 

by their experience on 

work placements that 

took place earlier in the 

year. Keep up to the 

good works guys. 

October – Cert II 

Plumbing  

The start of fourth term 

has been a busy one; 

students are working 

hard to complete their 

work on the theoretical 

and practical           

components of the 

plumbing course. As the 
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“Students are 

now able to 

comprehend and 

combine their 

newly developed 

skills to work 

collaboratively 

in the 

workshop” 

Peter Sonneveld 

Plumbing Teacher 

KEY NOVEMBER DATES 

4th-13th November Exam period 

12th November Awards Night 

23rd-25th November Continuing Student Enrolment Day 

  

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30       

November 2015 
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We’re on the web! 

www.harvestercollege.vic.edu.au 

 

More relevant, more focused, more effective 
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As 2015 comes to an end, Harvester invites all students, staff and 
family to come an enjoy an evening of celebrations and farewells. 
The end of year awards and graduation ceremony is an opportunity 
to truly reflect on the achievements of all and reward those who 
have excelled themselves. 
 
With awards being given out for various levels of achievement the 
event itself is open to anyone attending Harvester in 2015  
(plus extended family and friends.) 
 
The ceremony commences at 6pm, Thursday November 12th 
 
Wear your best attire and come and celebrate a great year! 
 

2015 Graduation & Awards Ceremony 


