
 

Fast Track Personal            

Development Skills students 

endured an action packed day 

on February 5th as they learnt 

about wheelchair sports. Chal-

lenging themselves to a basket-

ball match on wheels, students 

had the priceless opportunity of 

learning what life could be like 

competing in disability sports. 

As each student took to the 

basketball courts, some      

displayed more finesse that 

others shooting hoops. With 

P.E. coordinator Anthony  

Raffoul organizing the day, 

students were introduced to 

guest speaker- Mel from 

Wheel  Talk.  

With disability in sports being 

a major focus of the PDS  

curriculum this year, Mel was 

a true inspiration. 

“It was fun,” said Fast Track 

student  Daniel Linnell. “It was        

exciting,”  added Nick 

Katselis. 

 

 

 
 

Wheel Talk Sports Inspire 
Fast Trackers 

Orientation Day Brings 
New Faces 

Newly enrolled students 

combined with progressing 

students from last year filled 

the school on January 28th 

for Harvester’s 2016 Orienta-

tion Day.  

With a warm welcome from 

the college leadership team, 

the day saw students settle 

into their respective classes.  

 

 

 
VCAL GENERAL NEWS: 

 SPIN CHAT       
PAGE 3 

 LITERACY NEWS 
PAGE 3 

 FOUNDATION 
WORKSHOP NEWS 
PAGE 4 

 SPORT NEWS   
PAGE 5 

 STUDENT WRITING 

      PAGE 6 

 CALNEDAR PAGE 7                      

 

PRINCIPAL’S       
REPORT 

2 

ELECTRO CAMP 

SPIN CHAT 

2 

LITERACY NEWS 3 

WORKSHOP NEWS 4 

PLUMBING  NEWS 4 

NUMERACY NEWS 4 

CARPENTRY NEWS 7 

Inside this issue: 

2016 February Issue, 2016 

F e b r u a r y  N e w s l e t t e r  

Harvester Technical College  



 

 

Principal’s Report 

Page 2 

Harvester Technical College Principal’s Report  

Welcome back to all students and 

their families, especially our new Yr 

10s and any other students that are 

new to Harvester Technical College 

in 2016.  May I also take this  

opportunity to welcome our new staff 

at HTC as well: 

 

Tamara Zerafa- VCAL Numeracy 

Christian Haack- VET Plumbing 

Pat Macri- VETiS Plumbing 

  

Staff are very much looking forward 

to working closely with you to ensure 

our students achieve their best this 

year. 

  

Year 10s have made a great start to 

the year.  We have a wonderful new 

group representing over 15 local and 

regional schools as well as internal 

transfers from Sunshine College.  

One of the enjoyable features of our 

community are the family ‘dynasties’ 

that are coming through HTC. This 

year we have several families with 

two or more family members within 

our community. It is a great vote of 

confidence in our programs and safe 

school culture. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS: 

2015 Graduating Students 

  

We are still receiving good news  

stories almost daily from last year’s 

graduates who are touching base 

with their teachers saying they have 

secured apprenticeships. This feed-

back re-assures us that we have  

industry-ready graduates who are 

valued by their prospective  

employers. 

 The school is only as strong as the 

positive working relationships that 

are built between students, their  

families and support people and our 

staff.   

 

 We certainly appreciate students who 

come to school well prepared and  

supported at home. They need to come to 

school on time, in correct uniform and 

ready with what they need for each class 

on the day. 

 
BUILDING A STRONG LEARNING AND 

SUCCESS CULTURE 

When children see that a good education 

is valued both at home and at school, we 

have our best chance of ensuring they 

make the most of their time at school.  

Support from home comes in several 

ways, being interested and asking about 

what they are doing/learning at school, 

encouraging them to read at home and 

providing a quiet stable place in the home 

to do their homework without interruption. 

  

If you are new to the school, or have not 

done so in the past, we strongly  

encourage parents and guardians to be 

actively involved in your child’s progress. 

Modelling your interest in coming to  

Parents/Teacher/Reporting events shows 

your children that you are interested in 

how they are going and that you want 

them to be successful. 

  

I have been delighted by the high degree 

of compliance with the uniform. Staff have 

remarked how well prepared students 

have been so far this year and what a 

huge difference it makes to the flow of 

classes and the time spent of productive 

activity. 

  

Finally, a quick reminder that the college 

promotes respectful behaviour and has no 

tolerance for any unsafe behaviour and/or 

bullying of other students. Please do not 

hesitate to contact me or any member of 

our leadership team if you have any  

concerns. 

 

Amanda Patmore, College Principal 



 

Electro-Technology   

students are gearing up 

for a rare opportunity to 

visit the Loy Yang B   

Power Station in the La 

Trobe Valley.  

As part of their Personal 

Development Skills     

subject run by Terry 

Coombs, students are 

encouraged to work in 

teams throughout their 3 

day camp with a strong 

focus on developing their 

communication skills. 

The Loy Yang B Power 

Station is a brown-coal 

fired thermal power station  

situated on the outskirts of 

Taralgon in South-Eastern 

Victoria and is the largest 

power station in Australia. 

Students will be guided 

through by professionals 

working in the power plant 

during their camp. 

 

 

 

 

 

Electro-Technology Camp to La Trobe Valley 

Spin Chat a Huge Success 

and she has left the    
mantra ringing in our ears 
- " I'M POSSIBLE! " 
 
 
Kristy Simmons, 
  
PDS Coordinator 

Fast Track were lucky 
enough to have a visit 
from the very inspirational 
Rhiannon Tracey from 
Spin Chat, which is an 
initiative of Independence 
Australia to raise aware-
ness, promote prevention 
and educate secondary 
school students about 
spinal cord injury. 

Just two weeks before her 
21

st
 birthday, Rhiannon 

had a diving accident. She 
hit the bottom of a resort 
swimming pool in Bali and 
the injuries resulted in 
quadriplegia. The trip   
became the start of a new 
life and an unplanned 
journey for Rhiannon, but 
not as you might expect. 

Our students were       
engaged and inspired 
throughout Rhiannon's 
amazing story and 
presentation. She is one 
of the most positive and 
inspiring people the     
students said they have 
ever met. Her story and 
life lessons were plentiful 
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Loy Yang B Power Station, La Trobe Valley 

Rhiannon Tracey from Spin Chat shares her story with the Fast Trackers of 2016 



 

VETis Carpentry classes 

have commenced learning 

about OHS and hand tool 

basics. With a solid      

introduction to industry 

practices and               

expectations around   

safety, students have 

made a great start to what 

will be a busy year. 

Meanwhile, first and    

second year VETis  

Thursday classes are 

launching into some    

underpinning work in   

levelling and setting out 

building sites as a        

precursor to building their 

major cubby house      

project later in the year. 

In the workshop, Founda-

tion students are working 

on workplace safety and 

basic woodworking hand 

tools.  

Students have begun de-

signing and constructing 

pencil boxes using various 

materials including sheet 

metal and wood.  

With technology teachers: 

Nick Maxwell, Scott 

Haselden, Janeden Rivers 

and Christian Haack  at 

the helm students can 

expect a productive year 

ahead of them! 

 

structured work place-

ment blocks and some 

have already started to 

secure their employers. 

Students are strongly      

encouraged to make the 

most out of their work 

placement as these      

All students enrolled in 

Work Related Skills have 

been exploring safety 

standards and practices 

relevant to their respective 

trades.  

All students enrolled at 

Harvester participate in 

real life experiences    

provide excellent          

opportunities for students 

to develop connections 

and forge professional 

relationships. 

Keep up the great work 

guys, and good luck with 

finding placements! 

VETiS & Workshop Carpentry Update  

Work Related Skills News 

Plumbing News 

While Plumbing is a   

competitive trade to get 

into, the training the 

Plumbing students      

receive here at Harvester 

in both the workshop 

spaces as well as the  

classroom ensure a    

productive and          

challenging career. 

With a strong focus on 

developing                

communication skills, 

students are able to    

engage with a range of 

In the Plumbing Literacy/

PDS/WRS classroom  

students have settled into 

a solid routine. 

Having commenced  

working on plumbing   

entitlements as well as       

researching a range of    

career paths in the  

plumbing industry,        

students have set their 

sights on completing their 

first few major projects.  
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Electrical Workshop     
Harvester College 

VETis students have full access to 
Harvester’s cutting edge work-
shop equipment.  

“It’s great to see 

students are 

starting to 

familiarize 

themselves with 

the tools of the 

trade in Plumbing 

this semester.” 

PDS/WRS/Literacy 

Teacher Jacqueline  

Fellows 

online tools and mutli-

media to produce    

plumbing themed posters 

tracing the history of hot 

water systems in Australia 

as well as various other 

industry specific projects. 

With Jacquiline Fellows & 

Christian Haack at the 

helm of the Plumbing pro-

gram this year, students 

can look forward to a jam 

packed program! 

 



 

Foundation Literacy     

students have kicked off 

the year with a number of 

projects exploring risk  

taking and behavior. With 

learning styles and  per-

sonality types being 2  

major focus points of this 

unit of work, students 

have  commenced writing 

their ‘Things that    Reflect 

Me’ project.  

In an effort to refine their 

use of digital media     

platforms, students will be 

presenting their work to 

their peers using Prezi  

software. 

Prezi promotes  the use of 

spatial, motion and zoom 

relationships to bring   

student ideas to life and 

enhance general public 

speaking skills.  

As students continue to 

build their knowledge 

around how they learn, 

they also continue to    

explore their decision 

making processes in day-

to-day real life situations. 

 

Kami Gillick-Lewis 

Literacy Teacher 

 

 

Literacy News: Foundation Students Explore Risk  

 

Sport News 

sport can take.  

A key focus of sport at 

Harvester is to connect 

students with their 

broader community, and 

the activities of term 1 

are testament to this. 

Well done Fast Trackers 

for setting a great      

example to the rest of 

the  college! 

 

Fast Track students 

have been immersing 

themselves in the 

world of sport, looking 

specifically at the  role 

disability plays in the 

sporting world.  

With vigor and        

enthusiasm, students 

have shown a keen 

interest in learning 

about all the different 

directions a career in 
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Student Daniel Linnell shoots a hoop from wheelchair 

Foundation 

students have  

been 

experimenting 

with writing in the 

past tense while 

also discussing 

the broader 

themes of risk 

taking and risk 

taking behavior. 

Their writing is 

shaping up 

nicely! 

Literacy Coordinator, 

Kami Gillick-Lewis 

Harvester Sports Coordinator Anthony Raffoul facilitates a day of 
wheelchair basketball with the Fast Track students 

Fast Track students testing their wheels on the court 



 

 

Numeracy News 
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              Literacy Writing Piece of the Month 

Numeracy students 

have been using the 

start of this term to   

refresh their basic    

numeracy skills. A key   

focus so far, has been 

an introduction to the 

type of numeracy they 

will use in their chosen 

industry. 

As the weeks move on, 

some classes will         

commence projects in 

3D modelling. 

Numeracy is always      

designed around      

industry expectations 

and standards, and as 

students learn the core 

basics they              

progressively move on 

to more complex skill 

development in their 

senior years. 

 

Expository Essay - The Stolen Generation  

The Stolen Generation occurred between 1910 and 1970 and it was a dreadful time in Australia’s history.      

Generations of Aboriginal children were taken away to be brought up in foster homes or institutions by white  

families. Genocide is the deliberate killing of a large group of people, especially those of a large group of people 

or ethnic group. In this piece I’m going to argue that the Stolen Generation was in fact attempted genocide.  

The treatment of Aboriginal children was horrible. Removing children was an official government policy in      

Australia until 1969, this had begun in the early days of European settlement where children were used as slaves 

and servants. This is an example of the Australian Government trying to breed out the Aboriginal race. Removing 

records removes the blame from the Australian Government, and this is exactly what attempted     genocide is. 

The Aboriginal Protection Board was abolished as a result of this. 

A tragedy that also happened in the process of attempted genocide is a lifelong crime that happened during 

white settlement and was the removal of Aboriginal children. It still has repercussions on Aboriginal people today. 

The way Aboriginal people were treated was despicable and still is. A quote from Sir Ronald Wilson, who chaired 

the HREOC said ‘’that Aboriginal children were removed because the Aboriginal race was seen as an             

embarrassment to white Australians.’’ A person that is supposed to be in power should not say anything like this, 

I find this to be absolutely disgusting and racist. 

Think before you act; everything has repercussions. The Stolen Generation being a strong example in Australian 

history with serious repercussions. The repercussions of this are that Aboriginal people are more vulnerable to 

physical, mental and sexual abuse, they can suffer self-esteem issues and depression. All because the          

Australian Government wanted to breed out the Aboriginal culture and race. 

What can we learn from this period in history? Firstly, we want society to set up laws that include and respect 

Aboriginal people, and learn to respect different religions and cultures and finally a society that values freedom 

and equality.  

Anonymous, Year 12 Fast Track Literacy Student 



 

 

With students displaying a 

range of abilities, it’s al-

ways exciting watching 

each    individual student 

progress toward advanc-

ing their skill sets. 

With basic joins being a 

key focus, students are 

starting to consolidate 

their knowledge each time 

they put theory to practice! 

 

In the early stages of the 

term, Carpentry classes  

generally focus on basic 

hand tools, measuring and      

materials.  

Students are introduced to 

the range of skills they will 

be learning as the year   

unfolds placing particular 

emphasis upon building 

practices and safety 

knowledge. 

 

 

Calendar of Events 
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Key Dates 

14th March, Labour Day Student Free 

16th March, Fast Track Literacy Excursion ACMI 

21st March, Parent Teacher Interviews 

22nd & 23rd March, Carpentry 2 Camp 

24th March, Final Day of Term 1 

Carpentry News 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

March 2016 



 

 

 

We’re on the web! www.harvestercollege.vic.edu.au 
More relevant, more focused, more effective 

 

Where Are they Now?  

2015 Electrical graduate– Ryan Galea 

has launched into his first year of an 

electrical apprenticeship with company 

Renowned Electrical. 

Having gained 6 months of academic 

accreditation in electrical theory from 

the work he completed here at       

Harvester, Ryan’s Electrical teacher 

Roger Wells is extremely proud to see 

students like Ryan secure an           

apprenticeship. Well done Ryan! 

Profile: Ryan Galea 


