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Work Placement 100% Success Rate
opportunity to try a trade of
their choice with the aim of
helping them to decide on the
VET area they will focus on in
Intermediate VCAL next year.

Work Experience and
Structured Workplace
Learning (work placement)
are important & compulsory
components of Harvester
Technical College’s
education program. In
August all students
completed another 2 week
block of work placement in a
relevant VET area.

The College was abuzz when
students returned from their
placements with lots of
stories to share. There were
general student experiences
in the workplace, students
who were offered casual/part
time work and those who
were
offered
an
apprenticeship.

Intermediate and Senior
VCAL students participated
in placements that were in
their VET area of study such
as; Carpentry, Electro-tech,
Engineering and Plumbing.

Some students (including
Foundation and Intermediate
students) have opted to
remain at school with the
goal of completing Senior
VCAL and others have
decided to see the year out at

Foundation VCAL students,
who spend the year doing
trade tasters had the

school and then commence
their apprenticeship.
Each year, more and more
Harvester students are
being offered apprenticeships as a result of their
work placement where
employers have the opportunity to witness first hand
their excellent work ethic,
enthusiasm, willingness to
learn, reliability and safe
work practices.
Diane Micallef
Work Related Skills Leader
Careers, Work Placement &
Industry Liaison
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Nathan Xerri at VIP Plastics

Mock Interviews a Hit
Year 10 Foundation
students recently
completed a series of mock
interviews whereby each

Dylan Anastasiou at Toyota

student presented their
skills to a panel of
external employers with
the hope of perfecting

the art of interview
skills. Read more on
page 2!
Caleb Rayment at Procharge

Harvester Technical College

Mock Interviews Prepare Students for the Real World
In July, Foundation VCAL
students participated in mock
interviews as part of their
Work Related Skills unit. The
interviews were a huge
success with students finding
the exercise to be a valuable
learning activity.

local community were invited
to participate in the activity
and act as the interviewers.
We are very grateful for the
support of the following individuals who volunteered their
time to support our students.

Students were given example
job
advertisements
for
apprenticeship positions and
then prepared a resume and
cover letter that was relevant
to one ‘sample apprenticeship position’ they were interested in.

Diane Micallef
Work Related Skills Leader
Careers, Work Placement &
Industry Liaison

As part of the preparation for
the mock interviews, students
investigated
employability
skills, body language, good
and bad interview skills and
how to dress for an interview,
with the results speaking for
themselves.
Representatives from the

Front Row: Ann McGrath, Sheahan Dhason & Ruud Boegheim
from Cimpress.
Back Row: Chris Hoang from Anmar Group & Robin Lockington
from Brimbank Melton LLEN

Johan Barnard & Tony Gempton prepare for
their mock interviews

“As part of the
preparation for the
mock interviews,
students
investigated
employability
skills.”
–Dianne Micallef,
WRS Leader
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Foundation students preparing for their
mock interviews.
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Ballarat Specialist School Partnership Continues to Grow in 2016
The Carpentry 1 class have
jumped straight in to their
PDS community project
with their visits to the
Ballarat Specialist School.
After their first visit, they
began planning for the next
week.

fantastic time.
Well done guys – looking
forward to seeing what you
plan for your future visits!

Kristy Simmons
PDS Coordinator

As a class, Carpentry 1
decided they would like to
read the BSS class the story
‘Where the Wild Things Are’
and then spend time in pairs
creating their very own
‘Wild Thing’ using a range
of different materials.

“The activity was a
great success and
everyone had a
fantastic time.”

Carpentry 1 was in charge of
writing the lesson plan,
creating resources and
running the lesson from
start to finish.

–Kristy Simmons,
PDS Coordinator

The activity was a great
success and everyone had a

Carpentry students mentor Ballarat Specialist School students as part of their PDS Program

Page 3

Harvester Technical College General News

RSPCA Project Engages Students with the Community
The Carpentry 2 class
have started work
designing their RSPCA
Projects which is their
major project for PDS
semester 2.
Students visited the
RSPCA site in Burwood
on the 19th of July to meet
with staff (and animals) to
gather ideas for projects.
Carpentry students visit RSPCA as part of
their PDS project

Students will spend the
next few weeks designing,
drawing and consulting
with the RSPCA before
starting construction of
their projects.
Projects this year include
a goat shed, some cat pen
entrance stairs, and some
animal enrichment
projects to make the lives

of RSPCA animals a little
more interesting while
being housed there.
Overall, this project
promotes an authentic
learning experience that
allows students the
opportunity to deliver
projects in line with client
expectations.
The RSPCA project also
enables students the
opportunity to build
partnerships with core
community organisations
and work toward a set of
common goals as a class.
Daniel Monigatti
PDS Teacher

Harvester Unveils a New Technology Space
As Harvester students
“Overall students
have been out and about
on work placement blocks,
have had the
some students have had
opportunity to
experience a touch the pleasure of working
alongside our Facilities
of each trade
Manager– Jason Aqulina
including
here at Harvester.
Electrical,
As part of Harvester’s
Carpentry,
ever growing & expanding
Engineering &
work spaces, the school
Plastering. ”
has commenced the redesign of the front foyer
–Jason Aqulina,
space to incorporate a
Facilities Manager
cutting edge ICT room.

Jayden Heffernan
accompanying Jason
Aqulina throughout the
past 2 weeks they have
had the opportunity to
learn how to level, run
cables & install
framework.

Jason Aqulina,
Facilities Manager

With students: Jimmy
Cottis, Jared Gillespie &
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Jason Aqulina guiding the ICT revamp
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Carpentry Students Build Industry Standard Structures
Carpentry students have
continued working on their
industry standard
bungalow projects.
A major focus of the
project is developing team
work skills in order to
deliver quality
craftsmanship.
As students progress
through the Carpentry
program they learn not
only the intricacies of how
to use equipment
professionally & safely,
fundamentally they learn

how to collaborate &
communicate effectively.

pairs to construct the
bungalows.

This aspect of the
Carpentry program is an
integral part of learning
the core skills required to
progress in the
construction industry.

As they guide each other
on the drop saw or
verbally express crucial
measurement
instructions, it’s obvious
which teams end up
producing superior work
based on their ability to
communicate clearly &
effectively.

Students need to be able
to refine their
communication skills in
order to effectively deliver
projects to the best of their Overall, a solid effort this
year Carpentry students,
ability. Throughout the
keep up the great work.
year Carpentry students
have been working in

“It’s very rewarding
watching students
progress and learn
how to persevere
with the skills
involved in
Carpentry.
The personal
growth &
development that
takes place is
incredible to
watch.”
Paul McLay

Carpentry students build their industry standard bungalows in the workshop where they
are gaining valuable skills & knowledge of the construction industry
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Literacy Students Explore Race, Culture & Indigenous Perspectives
Foundation Literacy students
have recently been exploring
different aspects of Australian
history as they continue to
complete their Indigenous
Perspectives Unit.
Some of the key focus points of
the unit have included: researching 1950s Australian laws
and practices & comparing them
to now; exploring the
achievements of various
indigenous AFL footballers and
Australian personalities as well

as generally exploring culture &
identity.
As both Foundation classes
continue to read about and
discuss the key themes in films
such as ‘The Sapphires’ and
‘The Castle’, students are
learning to express their own
ideas around identity, belonging
and mateship.
An important focus of the
Literacy program at Harvester is
to not only build students’ grasp

“Students have been exploring indigenous fashion
icons, sporting personalities & the filmic
experiences of indigenous people. The aim of this
unit of work is to promote a deeper understanding
of culture & identity.”
Kami Gillick-Lewis
Literacy Coordinator
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of grammar and vocabulary but
to also build their critical literacy
skills. This means engaging
students with world issues &
deeper cognitive thinking tasks.
Overall, both Foundation
classes are producing work of a
high standard & are encouraged
to keep up the great work.
Kami Gillick-Lewis
Literacy Coordinator
Terry Coombs
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Calendar of Events

August 2016
Mon
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17 Subject

18
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25
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28

Selection Night

22 Plumbing 23

24

Field Trip

29

30

31 SYN
Literacy City

Key Calendar Dates
August 17th: Subject Selection Information Night & Report Distribution
August 22nd: Plumbing Excursion Water Treatment Plant
August 31st: SYN FM Literacy Field Trip (all year 10s)

Sports Highlights 2016

Harvester’s Basketball team highlights 2016
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First Aid Training Equips Harvester Staff with Skills for Life
Harvester Technical College and North
Sunshine staff joined forces to
complete a full day First Aid Training
Course hosted by Premium Health.
As the day unfolded staff engaged in a
number of role play scenarios,
discussions and workshop based
tutorials to learn the ins and outs of
First Aid & how to administer it in
emergency situations.
Hosted by Kelly from Premium Health,
the day was filled with a range of
challenging risk management tasks all
aimed at refreshing the skills &
knowledge of all Harvester staff. The
day reminded everyone of the
importance of keeping up to date with
the DRSABCD model, as well as the
overall importance of administering aid
to anyone in a crisis situation.

Scott Haselden simulating a choking
incident

Aaron Powter & Jason Aqulina assist Matt in a
simulated head bleed incident

Students: Ryan Holden, Shaun Gatt, Jayden Heffernan & Mitchell Roberts excelling on the job during their work placement blocks.

We’re on the web!
www.harvestercollege.vic.edu.au

