
 

Work Placement Propels Students into Real World Industry Experience  
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Foundation student: Justin Riddell out on his first Work Placement for 2017 developing key knowledge in construction practices 

Like our Facebook Page: 

http://www.facebook.com/HarvesterTechnicalCollege 

Like our Instagram Page: 

http/:/Instagram.com/harvester_technical_college 

Electro-Technology Students Visit Waubra Windfarm 

As Harvester Technical College staff gear up for a    

second round of Work Placement visits, students are 

eagerly preparing themselves for 2 weeks in the      

workforce. With a range of exciting employment         

opportunities often emerging from Work Placement 

blocks, students are strongly encouraged to build      

positive relationships with their employers to ensure they 

get the most out of their placements. The official dates 

of work placement are: 7th-18th of August and students 

must ensure all of their paper work has been signed off 

by employers prior to commencing work. 

 

Carpentry student: 

Aram Babawi on his 

first Work Placement 

learning framing 

7th-18th 

of August  

Students from Integrated Electro Technology visited the 

Waubra Wind Farm out past Ballarat on Wednesday 2nd 

August. Unlike the previous Saturday when damaging 

winds wreaked havoc across southeast Australia, condi-

tions were calm and dry for our visit. The wind was barely 

blowing hard enough for any of the wind turbines to be 

spinning at all! 

Cameron from the Waubra Wind Farm spoke at length 

about the wind farm control-centre, work in the wind tur-

bine industry and the role of alternative energy in a low-

carbon Australia. An opportunity to ask questions allowed 

students to also delve into the social impacts of the wind 

farm at Waubra. A variety of technologies were also 

viewed and discussed during our visit. Students then fin-

ished having a direct encounter with a monstrous wind 

turbine. 

Story continued on page 4. 
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“It is a time where Senior students are 

striving hard to achieve their best re-

sults at school and on placement to en-

sure they achieve the ‘competitive 

edge’…” 

Amanda Patmore, Principal 

Principal’s Report 2017 HTC 

I am delighted to be back at the ‘helm’ of Harvester Technical College after a semester away completing a         

re-development project for North Campus of Sunshine College.  We have hit the ground running in Term 3 with 

the whole student body already out on their second and most important of the two Structured Workplace Learning 

blocks.  Staff have taken the opportunity to engage in Professional Learning and curriculum review as well as 

‘Industry Immersion’ placements. This annual staff development program ensures we maintain our high quality 

vocational skills and knowledge amongst our staff team. 

Term 3- the ‘Focusing’ Term 

Term 3 is a very busy time for the College community. At Harvester, this term is the ‘focusing’ term. It is a time 

where Senior students are striving hard to achieve their best results at school and on placement to ensure they 

achieve the ‘competitive edge;’ to outshine other applicants in the ‘apprenticeship’ or ‘further study’ destinations. 

Staff are working overtime to prepare students with the skills and knowledge they need to make effective and 

sustainable choices for life after Harvester.   For our continuing students Term 3 gives students and their families 

time to set goals for the following year and to identify their strengths and areas needing extra support to ensure 

that they secure a place in their program of choice for 2018.    

I look forward to again, directly leading the efforts of our College leadership team, to continue to improve the 

quality of our programs and services to maximise the opportunities for our graduates to secure successful      

transitions from school to work and further study. 

Mandy Patmore, Principal 
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RSPCA Project Links Carpentry Projects to the Community 

Carpentry Literacy/PDS student Temarama  Marsters sketches out 

her RSPCA Project design (above) 

Students are expected to present a range of designs (right) for the 

RSPCA Project to be approved by industry professionals 

Students Work on Continuity Testing in the Workshop  

Foundation students have just finished their continuity 

circuit tester. They have also just finished their          

production lists and a Job Safety Analysis. “Nicolas 

O’Brien has done an incredible job with his project”, 

says workshop teacher Vince Campagna “...and Luke 

Radford was very creative” too.  

The Foundation 3 class are also hard at work on their 

Electronics project ensuring all elements of the brief are 

ticked off before moving ahead. Foundation 1 are   

working on their acrylic photo frame for their Plastic 

Technology Unit which they will engrave with the      

Epilogue Laser. Students are completing a design brief 

along with their folios and should hopefully wrap up their 

projects in coming weeks.  

Foundation 1 students: Anthony Moretto & Ramadan Osman 

with teacher Vince Campagna in the Workshop learning to use 

basic hand tools 

Foundation 1 student: Oscar Ringrow in the Workshop 

The Carpentry Literacy/PDS students have 

launched into their ‘RSPCA Projects’ spending 

the first few weeks of Term 3 designing animal 

enrichment structures. The project requires   

students to sketch out a number of design briefs 

detailing exact materials and measurements 

before  sending them off to the RSPCA to be 

formally approved before construction. Once 

construction is approved, students will work   

meticulously in the HTC Carpentry workshop to 

produce their stela designs. 

Student Temara Marsters says “I like how you 

can be creative with the project”, while student 

Ramiz Ayoob says “I love creating things in   

Fusion 360”. We’re excited to see the next step. 

Ramiz Ayoob uses     

Fusion 360 to design his 

RSCPA project (above) 
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Harvester Technical College VCAL and VETiS News  

‘Thunks’ Encourage Students to Problem Solve through Public Speaking  

Multi-Cultural Luncheon Spreads Community Spirit at Harvester  

Electro Technology Students Head to Waubra Wind Farm to Explore Energy 

Electro-Technology students have been gearing up for their field trip to the Waubra 

Wind Farm. The Waubra Wind Farm is located on both sides of 

the Sunraysia Highway and is the largest renewable power   

project in the Southern Hemisphere. Electro-Technology       

students will have the opportunity to meet industry professionals 

at the power plant as well as explore for themselves the        

mechanics of the wind turbines. With renewable energy being 

the way of the future, students will gain first hand knowledge of 

the pros and cons of wind generated energy production in    

Australia.  

Electro-Technology students hosted their regular multi-

cultural lunch this week at lunch time in the HTC      

building. 

Students and teachers celebrated Italian cuisine by 

bringing in a range of meals to share with their peers. 

Not only does the project celebrate culture and identity, 

but it also brings students together at lunch time to form 

a sense of community.  

Each month a different team of students produces a dif-

ferent meal allowing everyone to try new cuisine.  

Students in all Literacy classes have been practicing 

their public speaking skills through problem solving 

‘thunk’ activities.  

A ‘thunk’ is a question with no absolute or fixed answer 

and is designed to encourage students to  explain their 

perspective and justify their reasons to the class. The 

task requires students to use their higher order thinking 

skills as well as develop their public speaking skills by 

inviting students to deliver a clear and justifiable        

argument to the class in roughly a minute.  

Kami Gillick-Lewis 

Literacy Team Leader 
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Foundation 2 and 3 have been working on a number of 

projects recently in both Literacy and PDS.  

In Literacy, students have begun exploring terms and 

technical words relating to their Electro Technology 

course. The students have conducted a small research 

project on LEDs (Light Emitting Diodes) and created a 

poster that defines terms related to this area of Electro 

Technology. Through the integration of subjects,      

students are able to explore and gain a deeper         

understanding of the technology based classes while 

still developing valuable writing and reading skills, and 

listening and speaking strategies. Additionally, our 

weekly spelling words are drawn from the Electro  

Technology sector, utilising the technical terms within 

the course to help elevate the student’s understanding 

and professional knowledge. There will be more of 

these engaging research projects for throughout the 

semester. 

Robert Coghill 

Literacy and PDS teacher 

Numeracy Students Investigate Time, Distance & Travel in their Location Unit  

 

Tamara Zerafa, Numeracy Teacher 

Literacy News 

 
All Numeracy students are currently working on their 
‘Location Unit’ which requires students to investigate 
distance, time and travel within the  Melbourne CBD 
and various other locations.  
 
Foundation students have recently completed a Flight 
Radar activity where they have had the opportunity to 
track any flight around the word using the website: 
www.flightradar.com 
 
This activity helped students understand the concepts of 
time zones and its relativity to location. Students were 
also required to calculate the total flight length of the 
flight they were tracking based on the given departure 
and arrival city and time. 
 
Intermediate students are working on planning a road 
trip to the gold coast and are required to calculate     
average speeds, fuel consumption and total costs for 
the entirety of the trip. 
 
Similarly, the Senior students are working on a project 
that involves calculating fuel consumption and speed 

and mapping out best routes for visiting different job 
sites. 
  
Monthly Maths Brain Teaser Challenge:  
  
Two fathers and two sons sat down to eat eggs for 
breakfast. They ate exactly three eggs, each person 
had an egg each. How is this so? 
  
The answer will appear in the next newsletter. 
  
Kind regards, 
  
 

 

Numeracy students hard at work mapping out flight paths 
(above) and a sample project brief on display (left) 

https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=KQZFlTdSx8dsxScJIqvas-cqQLYbK_OjLwXxJLqXOfz50m1gFNLUCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.flightradar.com
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Harvester Technical College General News  

Student of the Month 

This month’s ‘Student of the Month’ has been awarded to Foundation 1 student–       

Aidan Aloneftis for his exceptional efforts across the board in every class. Aidan has 

been working diligently to complete all class work to the best of his ability. Aidan has 

also shown respect and maturity in the classroom and is congratulated for his overall 

positive and hard-working attitude this month. Well done Aidan. Superior effort! 

Student of the Month–  
Aidan Aloneftis 

July assembly, 2017 

Foundation 2 Workshop students have been producing acrylic 

picture frames for their ‘Plastics Unit’ in the workshop with 

teacher Janeden Rivers.  At the beginning of the project, each 

student was given two pieces of acrylic to work with. They then 

had to polish the edges before CNC laser printing their own 

selected images onto their photo frame. After their images 

were imprinted students then moved on to heating and folding 

the plastic.  

According to some students, polishing was probably the most 

challenging part of the process. Overall, students enjoyed   

producing their final pieces as they had the freedom to 

choose an iconic image or logo design for their base. Kyle 

Spiteri (right) proudly showcases his ‘Ampol’ inspired photo 

frame. Well done guys, superior effort! 

July Assembly Highlights 

Plastics Unit Sees Students Produce Old Classics 

Congratulations to the July assembly award recipients for their 

outstanding performance this month. The Numeracy Award went 

to: James Alves from Foundation 3; the Literacy Award went to 

Seth Duggan from Plumbing and the Attendance Award went to 

Brendan Ebejer from Electro-Technology. Student leaders from 

the SRC Council also presented an overview of recent camps, 

excursions and class projects. Thank you to all who participated 

Foundation Workshop students share their  laser printed photo 

frames 
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Key Calendar Dates  

2nd August: Waubra Windfarm Excursion Electro  

7th-18th August: Work Placement Block 2 

23rd August: Parent Teacher Interviews 

 

 

 

 HTC sports in 2017 

 

On Friday 21st of July Harvester took two teams to the Keilor division basketball tournament at Altona sports     

complex. Although the results didn’t go our way on the day, both teams played with great sportsmanship and     

continued to give their all to the very end. Opposition coaches were also quick to praise our students for their     

efforts.  

A big thank you to Steven Crooks and Charlie Carabott for their assistance scoring on the day. 

Nick Maxwell, 

Basketball Excursion Host 



 

We’re on the web!       

2017 College Sponsors 

www.harvestercollege.vic.edu.au 
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