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Parent Teacher Interviews Turn into an Evening Exhibit
On the 23rd of August, Parent-Teacher Interviews kicked
off when Harvester Technical College opened its doors to
the broader Harvester community inviting all parents to a
dynamic display of student work for 2017.
With all the different disciplines of: Plumbing, Carpentry,
Numeracy, Literacy, Engineering, Personal Development
Skills, Sport, Work Related Skills, and Electrical
showcasing their innovative work for the year, students had
the opportunity to share their accomplishments with parents
on the night. Perhaps some of the biggest highlight s were
the installations and displays of some of the trade students’
work such as the Pluming, Engineering and Electrical work Parent-Teacher
interviews in 2017 saw
samples.
The display night also gave staff the opportunity to open up
a dialogue between parents and students about the areas
for improvement in student learning that still needed to be
addressed. A huge thank you to all who attended the
evening, we look forward to showcasing an extensive and
diverse range of student projects and work samples again
at graduation night!

staff and students
showcase an exciting
display of student work.
Above: Vince
Campagna in the
Workshop

Mock Interviews Prepare Students For the Real World
The entire Year 10 cohort at Harvester eagerly prepared
themselves for their Mock Interviews which took place
on September 12th. Students were given 20 minute time
slots each whereby they were expected to present their
key strengths and attributes to a panel of industry professionals in order to secure employment hypothetically.
On the day, students dressed formally for the occasion,
demonstrating their sheer commitment to the
professional and highly competitive process of securing
a job. The Mock Interviews are always a great
opportunity for students to practice the art of public
speaking under high pressure situations as they have
the opportunity to respond to a series of questions

pitched at them on the spot much like a real life job
interview.
A huge thank you to the panel of experts that
participated and also to HTC staff member Karen Riley
for hosting the event.
Like our Facebook Page:
http://www.facebook.com/HarvesterTechnicalCollege

Like our Instagram Page:
http/:/Instagram.com/harvester_technical_college

Harvester Technical College Principal’s Report

Principal’s Report
As College Principal, I am delighted to welcome you to
our 2017 College report on the achievements and
successes and celebration of our 2017 community.

I am confident that you will be as proud and excited by
the energy, imagination and effort generated by the
classes of 2017 and the staff who supported them.

At Harvester, we focus on inspiring and skilling our
students to be ready to succeed in employment or
further study and to be able to conduct themselves with Principal’s Report 2017 HTC
maturity, thoughtfulness and good humour. We instill in
Mandy Patmore, Principal
them an awareness of the importance of contributing
effectively to the local and global communities by who
they are and what they do. The development of good
personal presentation and the ability to behave with
maturity in both social and work environments is a high
priority for the College.
Harvester is a place of contemporary learning of both
core VCAL subjects including Literacy and Numeracy
as well as high end technology teaching in our
renowned specializations of Engineering,
Electrotechnology, Building and Construction and
Plumbing. The College continues to receive
acknowledgement at local, state and national levels for
the innovative and forward thinking Vocational and
Technical program directions we engage in. Our state
of the art technology facilities are also supported a
gymnasium, general learning spaces and digital media/
visual arts centre.
In 2017, we have much to celebrate and be proud of, at
Harvester Technical College. We have continued to
attract high performing young people (and their
families) who have high expectations and aspirations
about careers and education pathways in technical and
trade based vocations. Our graduates are achieving
high success rates in transitioning to apprenticeships
and other forms of employment as well as further study
at TAFE or University. The College is full of dedicated
enthusiastic and highly skilled staff, who are, daily,
meeting the challenge of driving our students to be their
best.
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“Our graduates are achieving high success
rates in transitioning to apprenticeships and
other forms of employment as well as further
study at TAFE or University. The College is
full of dedicated enthusiastic and highly
skilled staff, who are, daily, meeting the
challenge of driving our students to be their
best.”
Amanda Patmore, Principal
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Mock Interviews Prep Students for Authentic Professional Pathways
The 2017 Mock Interviews were a great success as
each year 10 student put their best foot forward in a
simulated job interview panelled by a selection of
industry experts. Students were required to justify
why they were the best person to hire for the job.
With some students stepping up to the challenge
with absolute poise and elite professionalism, others
were able to use this exercise as a crucial learning
experience for future job applications and job interviews.
If the main learning to take away for the day could be
summed up in a nutshell, it would be: always ensure
your resume and cover letter is up to date and you
dress to impress!

Foundation 1 student Phillip Kantar preparing for his interview

A special thank you to guest interviewers from LLEN
(Local Learning & Employment Network): Robin
Lockington, Maria Cox & Graeme Brown

Maria Cox, Maryam Sulaiman,
student Samson Farley &
Assistant Principal Daniel
Monigatti (right) run a full day of
Mock Interviews with the year 10
cohort at Harvester

Melbourne City Mission Field Trip for Plumbing Students
Plumbing Literacy/PDS students visited Melbourne City Students later visited Visy Cares Hub to explore local
Mission’s ‘Front Yard Youth Services on September 6th. services for youth in the western suburbs on September
As part of their Personal Development Skills unit,
13th.
students are required to research and analyse the roles
of citizens/members in a community as well as use a
range of communication strategies to raise awareness
of a complex social issue or community activity.
With youth homelessness effecting a staggering amount
of young Australians, Melbourne City Mission is a great
resource for disenfranchised youth needing access to
basic services such as shelter, food, clothing and
education.
With a strong focus on preventing young people from
social isolation, economic exclusion and overall
disadvantage, the visit to the centre really helped
Harvester students put come of our community issues
into perspective.
Page 3

Plumbing students visit Melbourne City Mission

Harvester Technical College Literacy & Numeracy News

Integrated LED Tower Film Project Develops Digital Literacy Skills
Foundation 1 students have been working on their
LED Tower projects in the Workshop while
simultaneously practising using the technical words
they have learned in the Workshop in the Literacy
classroom.
By integrating the knowledge students learn in
different classroom settings, students have the
opportunity to reinforce their language skills as well
as their reading comprehension skills in a number of
settings. Mikail Zeybek and Sam Carbone (right)
showcased their LED projects during a short oral
literacy task where they had to explain the step-bystep process to making their project.
Kami Gillick-Lewis

Sam Carbone and Mikail Zeybek showcase their LED Tower
Project

Literacy Team Leader

Literacy Team Attend a VALA ‘Addressing Low Levels of Literacy’ PD
Literacy staff members– Robert Coghill, Kami Gillick-Lewis and Terry Coombs attended a VALA (Victorian Applied
Learning Association) Professional Development session on September 6th to address ‘Low Levels of Literacy in
the VCAL Classroom’. The workshop was hosted by Mieke Alexander and the event was an all day showcase of
different strategies teachers can use to address low levels of reading, writing, speaking and listening skills in the
Literacy classroom. All teachers who attended the event were also encouraged to share their strategies with the
rest of the group in order to build up our rich pool of resources and experience in the real of teaching VCAL.
Overall, the day was extremely enriching for those who attended the event as it equipped staff with a broad range
of engaging and innovative exercises and language assessment tools. “I walked away with some good
resources”, said Robert Coghill (Literacy teacher).

Foundation Students Read the Novel ‘Blood’ & Develop Comprehension Skills
Literacy teachers: Robert Coghill and Kami GillickLewis have been challenging year 10 students with the
task of reading a range of complex novels. Robert
Coghill has had his Foundation 2 & 3 classes
vigorously discussing the themes of poverty, masculinity and notions of family and turmoil. Kami GillickLewis has been launching into daily news article
comprehension exercises with the Foundation 1 class
inviting all students to discuss themes such as politics,
war, science and crime. ‘Boy Kills Man’ by Matt
Whyman has also been a focus of study for the F1
class as they have experienced a few chapter
readings learning to explore prose and narrative
structure. Great work this year Foundations students!
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Numeracy Students Embark on a City Dash Field Trip & Construct Mini Bridges
City Dash Excursion
On Wednesday 13th September all Intermediate and
Senior students found themselves on the annual
pilgrimage to the city for their ‘City Dash Excursion’.
Students were asked to meet in the city where they
were given a set of clues for 3 different locations that
they were to find, located anywhere between Queen
Victoria Markets to Docklands.
Students were then required to work in teams of 3-5
where they combined brainpower to identify markers on
their given maps for each of the locations.
Once students found their locations they were required
to take photos as evidence.
Each team was required to complete this in the morning
and the afternoon where they were given a second set
of clues. Along the way, students were given mini tasks
to find other famous “Melbourne Icons” such as a
barista, seagull, city circle tram, and police officer etc.,
each being worth a series of points.
It was a very close race between a group of Plumbers
and Carpenters; however, the winning team found ALL
their locations and ALL the listed Melbourne icons,
winning the final prize. Congratulations to Rosie, Tema
and Zach from our Carpentry class!

previously covered earlier in the year.
In groups, they worked together to build their own
bridge based on one of their designs without any
reinforcement of glue.
When creating their designs, the F3 students needed to
ensure that their bridges had enough strength to take
the given weights. The bridges themselves had a
number of restrictions and could not have a mass of
over 100g The Bridge with the greatest strength held a
total weight of 70kg, won by Oliver Vella and
Anastasios Voutianitis. Well done guys!

Monthly Maths Brain Teaser Challenge:
What three positive numbers give the same answer
when multiplied or added together?
The answer will appear in the next newsletter.
Last Week’s Brian Teaser Answer
Last week’s answer: The three men were a boy, his
father and his grandfather. The father is technically
a son to the grandfather.
(Last week’s brain teaser:
Two fathers and two sons sat down to eat eggs for breakfast.
They ate exactly three eggs, each person had an egg each. How
is this so?)

Spaghetti Bridge Project
The Foundation 3 students recently completed their
Spaghetti Bridge projects, whereby they were required
to research single spanned bridges and design their
own.
The concept of this project was to recap on the
outcomes of Measurement and Design in Numeracy

Kind regards,
Tamara Zerafa, Numeracy Co-Team Leader

Farewell to Staff Member Nick Maxwell
Harvester Technical College would like to
acknowledge the departure of Workshop
Teacher and OH&S Team LeaderNicholas Maxwell who is moving on to
teach at Gisborne Secondary College in
the coming weeks.
Nicholas has been pivotal in
implementing a number of innovative
design projects in the Workshop with
students learning about woods, plastics,
electronics and infra read technology.
Nicholas’ contribution to sporting events,
social events and day to day college pro-

tocols has been priceless and Harvester
would like to acknowledge the
exceptional contributions Nick has made.
“The last 5 years and a bit years have
been awesome. I’m certainly going to
miss this place”, says Nick Maxwell.
All the best Nick!
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Nicholas Maxwell

Harvester Technical College General News

Swanhill College Visits HTC Precinct
Students from Swan Hill College experienced a grand tour of the
HTC precinct on September 19th. Trade Training Centre Manager
– Aaron Powter and teacher Peter Pilbeam introduced the Swan
Hill students to an array of different technologies and processes
used at Harvester. After a thorough tour of the CNC machines, 3D
printers and the general HTC precinct students were then
immersed in an interactive CAD Fusion 360 tutorial.
Students were invited to ask questions and contribute any of their
current knowledge of Engineering theory and practice to the
workshop style tutorial run by Aaron. It’s always great showcasing
our facilities, projects and curriculum to students and staff from
other schools and HTC would like thank Swan Hill College staff
and students for making the effort to visit Harvester.

Workshop News
Swanhill College students tour HTC

Year 10 Workshop students have been producing some stela
plastics projects as they finish off their semester of work. Top
job this year guys!

Foundation Workshop student Jeremey Grcic

Student of the Month
Congratulations to this month’s ‘Student of the Month’: Liam Hart
This student works incredibly hard to complete work and engages to understand
new concepts in class, he displays a great attitude toward learning and has and
excellent attendance rate. He has a great work ethic and completes all his work
on time. He has recently completed a work placement at Mooney Valley Council
and received excellent feed back and had some well thought out responses in
his log book.
Congratulations Liam Hart!
Student of the Month–
Liam Hart
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Sports Update
Students are currently participating in a range of sports this month from AFL to baseball. The students have
enjoyed learning and playing some new sports like American football as well as playing the classic games of
dodgeball and basketball. In addition to sport the foundation students have also been looking at nutrition during
theory classes. The students have been learning about kilo-joules in our food and how to read nutrition labels and
make healthy choices.
Katie Campbell, PE Teacher

Key Calendar Dates
17th October: 2018 Information Night
25th October: Foundation Bounce Excursion
26th October: Plumbing & Engineering Bounce
Excursion
27th October: Electro Bounce Excursion
1st November: RSPCA Carpentry Excursion
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2017 College Sponsors

We’re on the web!
www.harvestercollege.vic.edu.au

