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REPORTING AN 
ABSENCE
If your child is absent 
please follow the steps 
below: 

1.    Call HTC on 
        8311 5555 
       before 8.50am. 

2.    Press 1 and leave  
       a message. 

3.    State your child’s    
       name and a valid
       reason for their 
       absence. 

OR

1.    Login to the Compass 
       Parent Portal 

2.    Add an ‘Attendance  
       Note’

3.    Be sure to do this 
       before 8.50am.

CAMPS, SPORTS, 
& EXCURSIONS 
FUND
Have your circumstances 
changed? If so, you may 
be eligible for the Camps, 
Sports & Excursion Fund 
(CSEF). Please contact 
Renée at the front office 
on 8311 5555 for more 
details.

 
A message from the Principal...
The College has been a hub of activity since the commencement of Term 2 with the highlight 
being the first block of Structured Workplace Learning for the year. It is with great pride that I  
can report that the majority of our students, once again, have excelled whilst on placement,  
with employer feedback being overwhelmingly positive across the board.  Staff report that our 
students continue to amaze them, with more and more improving their apprenticeship offer 
prospects as a result of their knowledge of safety protocols, levels of precision and practical 
abilities, and a willingness to work. I’d like to thank the continued support of our growing network 
of employers who give our students the opportunity to participate in such an important program, 
and acknowledge the commitment of our Careers Coordinator Karen Riley, in particularly, who 
works tirelessly to give our students the best shot at success. 

For the first time ever, Harvester had 2 Carpentry students participate in the highly regarded 
World Skills Regional Games held this month. Under the guidance and mentoring of Rucio  
Sosnowski and Steve Menhennet, Luca Martinello achieved a second place, while Adrian Boicos 
placed third. Our Campus Manager, Carolyn Papageorge and I got to witness our students in 
action and were impressed with their performance under such intensely competitive conditions. 
Congratulations goes out to Luca and Adrian for a stellar effort, and to Steve Menhennet and 
Jesse Wittmann for all of their support on the sidelines. We look forward to more of our students 
participating in this competition in the future.  

As you read through this edition of the newsletter, you’ll see the myriad of activities and achievements 
of our students. I’d like to make special mention of our ANZAC day commemoration held on 
Friday 23rd April. It was a fitting tribute, with the College community coming together to pay our 
respects, and remember the fallen. The ceremony began with Daniel Monigatti delivering a moving 
speech and closed with a guitar rendition of ‘The Last Post’ played by our very own Steve Menhennet.

As part of the Tutors Learning Initiative rolled out by the Department of Education and Training 
this year, we have been lucky enough to engage the services of 3 pre-service teachers across all 
year levels.  Lateisha, Helena and Jaslyn have been providing in-class support, targeting areas of 
need, particularly in both the Numeracy and Literacy spaces.  The feedback from both teachers 
and staff thus far indicates that their presence in the classroom is making a difference, and that 
access to additional support in class is contributing to bridging the gap in learning experienced 
by students as a result of remote learning last year.  We look forward to the continued success  
of this initiative.

Our first Information Evening held on 27 April saw over 80 attendees take the opportunity to visit 
Harvester to find out more about our facilities and fully integrated programs.  Please be sure to 
follow us on Facebook and Instagram and share the upcoming information sessions with any 
prospective students and families you may know.

I’d like to wish our Baseball team well as they head into the State Finals,  
and have no doubt they’ll give it their all.  And finally, I am delighted to  
inform our community of the safe arrival of a healthy baby girl to our  
Numeracy Leader Tamara Zerafa, and her husband, born on May 11.  
Congratulations!

Trudy Whiteside
Principal

@harvester_technical_college

Stay up to date by following 
our Instagram account! 

Harvester Technical College

Like our Facebook page to 
stay in the loop! Just search:



 

Numeracy Award: 
Jacob McMahon 
Jacob is consistently trying his best  
in Numeracy, and always wants to  
produce work that is of good quality.  
He regularly checks in with  
the teacher to ensure he is on the  
right track with his work and will  
take on, and work with, the provided  
feedback. Jacob is motivated  
and does not like to fall behind  
in his work, and to help avoid that,  
he will spend his own time out of class to make sure he gets the 
work done. Congratulations, and great job Jacob! 

Amy Doherty
Numeracy Teacher

AWARD RECIPIENTS

Student of the Month: 
Luca Martiniello
Luca Martiniello has performed  
extremely well in Carpentry and  
as a result was short listed by HTC  
for the regional World Skills Games.  
Together with Adrian Boicos, Luca  
trained really hard with Rucio and  
myself over the weeks leading up  
to the competition. Both students  
performed really well in the  
competition and showed great  
determination and character by working as hard as they could to 
the very last minute of competition. Luca received 2nd place and 
Adrian a worthy 3rd. Congratulations to Luca and to Adrian for 
competing and doing themselves and HTC proud. 

Steve Menhennet
Carpentry Teacher

Literacy Award: 
Jhett Gaskett 
Jhett works consistently to  
produce work to an excellent 
standard.  He also takes time 
and care with his work, to  
make sure that he gives all the 
necessary information and  
never rushes. Well done, Jhett! 

Jacqueline Fellows
Wellbeing Coordinator

VET Award: 
Harrison Pope
I am nominating Harrison for 
the VET award because he has 
shown an enormous level of 
commitment and resolve, since 
he decided to change courses to 
Certificate II Engineering. He used 
his Term break to complete all of 
the workbooks and CAD tasks 
that were already delivered and 
is well on his way to catching up 
in the workshop. Unbelievable 
effort!  

Pete Michelini
VET Leader & Engineering Teacher

Sport Award: 
Toso Tyrell
This month’s Sports Award 
goes to a very talented athlete  
who captained the Senior  
Volleyball team, leading his team  
to the final brilliantly. Toso has the  
ability to absorb pressure  
and demand the ball when a  
contest is up for grabs, and this  
quality filters down to the rest of  
the players. A humble and team  
orientated student, he brings others into the game with his 
clever ball use and his leadership qualities. Congratulations!

Anthony Raffoul
Sports Coordinator

Technology Award: 
Thomas Fishley
Thomas always arrives on time to 
the tech workshop with all of his 
equipment. His positive attitude 
towards learning has enabled 
him to achieve great results in his 
metal and woodwork projects. His 
technical skills have developed to 
a high level where he can work 
independently in the workshop and 
has shown competence in using a 
range of tools and machinery.

Harry Melzer
Technology Leader &  
Electrotechnology Teacher



SRC

SRC 2021

The SRC has met with earnest this semester.  The meetings have 
been full of ideas on how to improve the school and I am impressed 
with the enthusiasm of our representatives.  So far, the SRC has 
surveyed the student body and recommended HTC beanies to the 
Harvester Management Team. This request has been approved and 
beanies ordered for Terms 2 and 3.  The beanies are black with the 
Harvester block logo and will sell from the office for $10 (available 
shortly).  The beanies are to be worn outside the building, such as to 
and from school and outside at recess and lunchtime.  This will be 
reviewed later this year. 

The SRC has been consulted as to activities for the end of the school 
year and provided feedback for the management team. 

The representatives have also been active in volunteering their time 
for the 2021 Information Nights, with Peyton Andrews, Daniel Steele 
and Rob Wills attending the first one for the year in April and doing 
an excellent job!

Carolyn Papageorge
Curriculum Manager

Attendance Awards:
Joel Croswell TT2, Luke Haines CA1 & 
Lachlan White ELE

The students receiving this award  
have not missed a day of school this  
term. Therefore, they all have 100%  
attendance. This is a fantastic  
achievement! Congratulations to  
the nominated students.

SRC President  
Rob Wills 

SRC Vice President
Youssef Saleh



TRADE UPDATES

Tech Ten 
The Tech10 workshop has seen plenty of action recently. Both classes have now finished their Tool Caddy  
projects and have started creating the metal components of their Junior Hacksaw. This project requires refined 
hand skills and introduces students to complex metal working machinery including the mill, lathe and pedestal 
drills. In woodwork the students are extending on their newly found timber jointing skills to produce the trinket 
box which requires precise cutting in order to create a straight and solid dovetail joint. These new skills will be put 
to the test this month as the year 10’s go on their first Structured Workplace Learning period. This will be a great 
opportunity for the students to gain more experience that they then can bring back to the workshop.

Harry Melzer
Electrotechnology Teacher & Technology Leader

Plumbing

The Certificate II Plumbing class ended their first term on top of their  
learning and well on track for a successful completion of the course  
this year. 

Students have completed Hand and Power tools clustered with the  
Sheetmetal unit. They learnt how to measure and mark out different  
types of spouting and the associated down pipes that go together on  
buildings. They have started their Oxygen and Acetylene cutting and  
welding unit and have had to learn about technical drawing, a  
required skill in the plumbing industry

They have also begun to use the welding kits to anneal copper tube, 
expand the end and join the individual pieces together by silver brazing 
the joints. All of the students are progressing very well and will begin to weld 3mm mild steel plate and 
40mm pipe black iron pipe when they return from the first two-week work experience block.

The highlight so far this term was a class camp to Philip Island where the students went ocean kayaking 
and surfing. The class had an excellent time. Living with each other for 3 days in close quarters gave them 
all the opportunity to communicate, understand and grow with the experience of sharing and considering 
what would work for everyone with meals and the activities that they could also decide on doing together. 

Darren James
Plumbing Teacher



Carpentry

The students have been working on modules of work including VU22022 ‘Identify and handle carpentry tools and equipment’, 
VU22031 ‘Construct basic formwork for concrete’, VU22024 ‘Construct basic sub floor’ and CPCCCM1015A ‘Carry out  
measurements and calculations’.

They have been learning how to safely use power tools such as the compound mitre saw, power saw, electric planer, biscuit joiner, 
disc grinder, framing gun and a fixing gun. They have actively participated in ‘tool box’ meetings to fill in ‘Safe Work Method  
Statements’ for each tool, watched teachers demonstrate the correct procedure for using the power tools and then practiced  
using the tools themselves under direct supervision. 

Our Carpentry students continue to develop their employability skills such as communication, teamwork, problem solving, planning 
and safety awareness. 

Rucio Sosnowski & Steve Menhennet
Carpentry Teachers

Student Perspective - Mariah Hawkins CA1

This month we have been learning the correct use of power tools while working on our sub-floor framing module. We have gained 
knowledge and confidence in using power tools safely by cutting and preparing timber. Last term we finished our construct basic 
formwork for the concrete module out in the sand pit which was really fun to do and a great activity that helped us to develop our 
employability skills such as communication and teamwork.

Regional World Skills Games Australia - Carpentry Competition

Adrian Boicos and Luca Martiniello have been performing extremely well in carpentry and as a result were short listed by HTC for 
the Regional World Skills Games that took place at Bayside College on Saturday the 1st of May.

Both students trained really hard with Rucio and Steve over the weeks leading up to the competition by completing scale  
drawings, filling in safe work method statements, working on their measurements and calculations skills and practicing advanced 
mortice and tenon joints. 

Both students performed really well in the competition and showed great determination and character by working as hard as they 
could to the very last minute of competition. HTC is very proud of these young men. 

Steve Menhennet
Carpentry Teacher



Engineering

The Engineering students have all been working hard to complete 
6 large units of competency that involve both theory assessments 
and practical tasks. Some of the practical tasks that have been  
completed so far are a sheetmetal toolbox, a centrepunch and a 
drill sharpening gauge. These tasks are designed to prepare them 
for their first round of SWL by developing great skills in measuring, 
marking, reading plans and safely using hand tools and machinery 
to shape metal products. 

A great effort by all! 

Pete Michelini
Engineering Teacher & VET Leader

Electrotechnology
The Electro class has been experimenting with a range of materials and techniques related to fixing and 
securing electro equipment to building structures. The workshop walls are now lined with light fittings, 
power points and switches that the students have installed. They continue to explore electrical circuits 
through their lighting control projects and are now able to illuminate the workshop with 1, 2 and 4 way 
switching arrangements. On Wednesdays Jason has been guiding the class through the Fabrications unit 
which includes producing a False Jaw tool. Once completed, students will be able to keep this tool in 
their kit and use it when they move on into the electrotechnology workforce.  

Harry Melzer
Electrotechnology Teacher & Technology Leader



LITERACY NEWS

Literacy Update

The Literacy team has been working hard to deliver engaging lessons with a focus on reading, writing, 
speaking and listening across the college this term. The Electrical class has completed their ‘Writing  
for Public Debate’ persuasive essay on the ‘Wars of Current,’ and the results were excellent. The  
students enjoyed researching the early history of electricity and seeing how differently Edison and  
Tesla have been portrayed in recent times. The students have now moved on to their PDS Camp Folio  
for their camp to the Moora Moora Co-operative Community, working through aspects of planning  
and organising the camp.

Plumbing Literacy students have participated in their Phillip Island camp and are completing the last of 
their Camp Folio and research work as part of their PDS curriculum. They are moving on to ‘Writing and 
Reading for Knowledge’, researching the history of the ‘Plumbing and Pipe Trades Employees Unions’ 
as well as benefits, awards and costs. 

The Fast Track Literacy classroom students are soon heading into the end of their school journey. They 
are moving onto their ’15 Minute Speech’ presentations which give a great insight into their life as a 
student and the future career paths they want to follow in their lives ahead.

The Engineers are nearing the completion of their Camp Folio for their camp to Bendigo in May as part of 
their PDS curriculum. Upon their return the Engineering Literacy students will begin researching the Sunshine 
Harvester Combine Company and the legacy left by Hugh Victor McKay in the local Sunshine area.

The Carpentry Literacy teachers, Mark and Amy have had their classes completing research tasks. Mark’s 
class has been researching the native flora and fauna of the Murrindini National Park where the students 
camped recently. Amy’s class has had a self-driven research task where students chose their own topics, 
with ‘True Crime’ being one of the most popular themes across the class. The assessments for each class 
meet the same outcomes of the VCAL stream, showing how flexible the Literacy work can be.

Rob Coghill
Tech Ten Student Manager & Literacy Teacher

March Creative Writing Competition

Congratulations to Luke Psichogios in Intermediate Electrotechnology for taking out the March Competition!  

April/May Writing Competition

The theme of the Creative Writing 
Competition for April/May is “Time 
Travel”. All students and staff are 
invited to write a 200 word creative 
story using the 10 words provided. 
Prizes will be announced at the 
May assembly by our judge - Tech 
Ten Student Manager and Literacy 
Teacher Rob Coghill. Good luck to all 
entrants!



NUMERACY NEWS

Numeracy Update

Over the past month in Numeracy, students have continued to work hard on developing their  
Measurement and Design skills. 

As part of their Measurement and Design unit, the Tech-10’s had a successful excursion to IKEA where 
they were required to select and measure different pieces of furniture for a living room design. From 
these selections, the students needed to make sure that the furniture pieces were able to fit within the 
provided dimensions of the room, and that they did not exceed the designated budget.  

The Intermediates and Seniors have also been busy developing their measurement and design skills, 
and looking at how they can be applied to both the trade and real-life applications. The Intermediate 
students have completed the ‘Product Packaging’ activity of which they were required to design and 
calculate the cost of a package to hold nails in. The Seniors challenged themselves with putting  
together flat pack furniture without instructions in the ‘IKEA Furniture Problem Solving Project’. After 
they were successful, they then had to write detailed instructions with hand drawn diagrams to  
explain how to build their piece of furniture. 

Amy Doherty
Numeracy Teacher

Numeracy Brainteaser

There are 16 people on a basketball team, and in a game 5 of them play at any one time. If the game is 
48 minutes long and each person plays exactly the same amount of time, how many minutes does each 
person play?  

Last Issue’s Brainteaser Answer: The company uses 38 small bags.



SPORTS NEWS

SSV - Intermediate Volleyball Finals

On Tuesday 30rd March 2021, the Tech Ten Volleyball team made their long awaited journey to  
Sunshine College to compete against Keilor Downs College in the Inter School Volleyball Semi Finals. 
Our students started perfectly, taking out the first set quite convincingly. They jumped out of the blocks 
well in the second set and set up a healthy early lead before KDC slowly made their way back into the 
match, eventually taking out the second set. The third and deciding set didn’t go our way, and KDC 
took the set and the match out in a tense and hard fought tussle.

Congratulations needs to go out to KDC who were the better team on the day, and although our 
students were deeply disappointed for not getting the result, they should be extremely proud of their 
efforts. Well done to the following students who competed in the final: Noah Borg, Luke Calleja, Jesse 
Farrugia, Anthony Fernandes, Blake Kelly, Lachlan Marko, Liam Girvan & Christian Molenkamp.  

Anthony Raffoul
Sports Coordinator

SSV - Senior Soccer

The Harvester Senior Soccer team travelled to City Vista 
Reserve on Monday, 26th April to compete in School 
Sport Victoria Inter-School Soccer.

Although the contest was one sided, both games were 
played in great spirit, with all students appearing to 
have fun.  The soccer team consisted of: Yusuf Cakli, 
Luke Calleja, Tyson Cook, Adam DiMartino, Jesse  
Farrugia, Ajay Ground, Blake Kelly, Rob Leichman,  
Luke Psichogios, Youssef Saleh, and was led superbly  
by team captain Kenan Sacirovic.

Anthony Raffoul
Sports Coordinator



SSV - Senior Basketball

The Senior Basketball team this year had to really earn their place on the team, with approximately 50 
students trying out in an effort to represent their school in basketball. 

On Wednesday, 21st April, the chosen players made their way to the Altona Basketball Stadium and 
after a shaky and nervous start to their first match against Springside West Secondary College, the 
HTC students, through perseverance and teamwork, managed a hard-fought win.

The second match had our students up against Keilor Downs College, who had a huge height  
advantage. They played brilliant basketball, recording a comfortable 22-point win over HTC. Even 
though we were well beaten, full credit to all of the students who refused to drop their heads and 
throw in the towel. 

The basketball squad was: Noah Cooney; Tyson Cook; Xavier Dagher; Alekzandr Evagelistis; Reece 
Gebing; Brodie Holden; Alastaire La Sala; Brent McInnes; Stephen Ozhan-Duval; Aidan Rose; Chris 
Trifunovski; Nathan Vella; Byron Vella & Robert Wills. 

Anthony Raffoul
Sports Coordinator

SSV - Senior Baseball Regional Finals

After taking out the Keilor Division Senior Baseball, the 
baseball students competed in the Region Finals on 
Monday, 10th May at Pioneer Park, Geelong.

Our first match had us up against Sunbury Secondary 
College. In a hard-fought match, Harvester students 
snuck home, taking out the match 4 runs to 3.

Footscray College was our next opponent and the  
Harvester students had an easy win, advancing us 
through to the final against Grovedale. It was a high 
quality final, with Grovedale proving too strong for  
our boys.

Harvester, having finished runners up in the Regional 
finals, have been invited to compete in the State Finals 
to be held on Tuesday 25th May in Cheltenham.

The Baseball team consisted of: Noah Cooney, Jayden 
Crawford, Nathan Duvall, Jack Kline, Brandon Patti, 
Nathan Vella & Jesse Wittmann.

Anthony Raffoul
Sports Coordinator



CAREERS NEWS

KEY DATES

Upcoming Events 
19th May: SSV Senior & Intermediate AFL 

19th - 21st May: Engineering Camp

25th May: SSV State Baseball Finals

26th - 28th May: Electrotechnology Camp 

28th May: Interschool Cross Country

1st June: Simulated Interviews

11th June: Last Day Semester 1

11th June: Fast Track Finish

14th June: Queen’s Birthday - No School

15th June: Curriculum Day - No School

16th-18th June: CSPA Testing - Reading  

    & Numeracy

25th June: Last Day Term 2

Past Students: Where are they now?
Jesse Baker
Electrical Apprenticeship - Axcell Electrical
Jesse completed his electrical pre-apprenticeship in Year 11 and went 
straight into an apprenticeship with Axcell Electrical in Tullamarine. The 
company carry out large commercial work and Jesse has been learning to 
read complex electrical plans and make large switchboards accordingly.  
Jesse says that the team are great to work with and he is being looked after 
well. He starts work at 6.30am every day and enjoys his monthly RDO.  
Jesse is looking forward to starting TAFE at VU in Sunshine 1 day per week.

Past Students: Where are they now?
Bryn Savona
Heavy Vehicle Apprenticeship - Penske Motor Systems
Bryn was always keen to gain an apprenticeship with Penske and worked 
hard to gain the skills required in his engineering pre-apprenticeship.  Bryn 
is servicing Freightliner trucks, working on Detroit motors and Allison  
transmissions.  He says that Penske is a nice environment to work in and  
he is being well looked after, including supply of his tools and toolbox.  
Overtime is available if wanted.  Bryn will attend TAFE in block release  
at Kangan Docklands facility.



Structured Workplace Learning Block #1
Congratulations to all students who completed their two weeks of work experience/work  
placement in May in their chosen trade.  For most students this was their first placement  
opportunity. Work Placement is an integral part of the Harvester program which assists students 
to develop their skills, understand the requirements of the workforce, make industry connections 
and assist in pathway decision making.

The Harvester staff have enjoyed hearing stories of student’s journeys upon their return.  
Personally, I enjoyed visiting many students during their placement, hearing their stories, seeing 
them in action, and loved witnessing how happy and talented they were. Many employers have 
spoken encouragingly of our students’ skills and work ethic. 

Firstly a big thank you to all the students (and parents/guardians) for sourcing placements; in  
particular the students in the Plumbing homegroup for all returning their completed forms early,  
resulting in a celebratory pizza lunch.  Thank you also to the many Harvester staff who assisted 
with workplace phone calls and visits.  Lastly, Harvester Technical College would like to extend a 
huge thank you to all the employers who hosted our students, providing them with fantastic work 
and life experience, your support enriches our program immensely. 
Karen Riley
Careers Coordinator





CAMPS & EXCURSIONS

Fast Track Camp

On Monday 22nd March, the Fast Track class ventured off to Torquay on their four-day camp. The 
students kicked off proceedings with a surf lesson at Anglesea Beach. Everyone had a go and  
thoroughly enjoyed the session.  We received great feedback from the instructors and they said  
they really enjoyed working with the group. 

The next day kicked off with an early paddle boarding session out by the river next to the Anglesea 
Beach. The students loved tipping each other off their paddle boards and having a laugh. After a 
quick lunch, the students jumped back in the water for an afternoon sea kayaking lesson.  

The Wednesday began with an early surf lesson. By this stage the students were quite sore and 
exhausted from all the strenuous activities. With the rain pouring down, the students had a relaxing 
day at the caravan park. 

On the Thursday, the students had an early morning surfing session, followed by an evening walk on 
the beach. The students had a great time exploring all the caves and rock pools.  

Overall, it was a brilliant camp that the students thoroughly enjoyed. 

Anthony Raffoul & Amy Casati 
Sports Coordinator and Literacy, Numeracy & PDS Teacher



Plumbing Camp

On Wednesday, 28th April, the Plumbing class packed their bags and made the trip down to Phillip Island 
for a 3 day camp, settling into the accommodation before heading off to Rhyll River for some kayaking.

Next up was a walk over the Newhaven Bridge and to the Pier for a wander before heading off to 
Cowes where a few of us enjoyed a pizza. Thanks to Stephen for making use of his height and happily 
offering his services to be the shop’s mobile TV control. For his efforts, we scored a free garlic pizza!

The Thursday had us up early and out to YCW Beach for a surf lesson, then off to the Phillip Island 
National Park for a workshop. The workshop was informative and interesting, with the main event 
being the debate with our teacher, Darren James…..was it a fox or a big cat? We will never know.

After seeing the penguins parade in front of us, some students chose to relax after a big day out 
whilst others participated in some table tennis. 

Thanks to all the students and Darren James for a great camp. The food vendors, along with the  
accommodation owners, spoke highly of how our students conducted themselves over the three 
days. A special thanks to Jacquie Fellows for organising all the activities. 

Anthony Raffoul
Sports Coordinator



Respect Responsibility Perseverance Community

 Address: 76 Suffolk Road, Sunshine North, VIC, 3020 Phone: 8311 5555 Email: admin@harvestercollege.vic.edu.au Website: www.harvestercollege.vic.edu.au

Child Safety

Our community values of Growth, Relationships, Learning 
and Wellbeing are underpinned by an understanding that 
Child Safety is a paramount responsibility of the school 
community. Harvester Technical College has a number of 
guiding policies regarding Child Safety on our website 
located at www.sunshine.vic.edu.au.  

Please take some time to make yourself aware of these 
and contact the school should you have any concerns 
regarding Child Safety.

2021 GOLD SPONSORS

2021 SILVER SPONSORS


